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_____________________________________________________________
_
Session Highlights
September 21, 2021

The financial report as of September 30, 2021 was reviewed by
Treasurer Jodi Miller. September receipts were $8,015.06 (of that,
$7,101.28 was usable for general expenses.). Benevolence contributions
September was $208.78 (1%). Received a royalty payment of $246.28
from Penn Energy. Transferred $200.00 back into Major Maintenance
from when we borrowed $3,200.00 during COVID-19 in March 2020.
($2,400.00 returned back as of September 2021). All bills including
September Payroll taxes have been paid.
The Trustees are accepting bids for different snow removal companies.
If you know of anyone that may be interested, please have them contact
Ron Schibner, 412.906.4583.
Average church attendance in September was 30.
A Thanksgiving Service will be held on Tuesday November 23rd at 7:00
p.m.
Session is looking at starting the adult Sunday School class at the
beginning of Advent.

Important Dates
This Month

Deacons Meeting
Tuesday, November 2nd
5:30 p.m.
Stewardship Sunday
Sunday, November 7th
Trustee Meeting
Tuesday, November 9th
6:30 p.m.
Sunday, November 14th
10:30 Worship
Following Worship:
Congregational Meeting
Thanksgiving Dinner
Session
Tuesday, November 16th
5:30 p.m.

Trudi Miklos is updating the directory and the Administration Manuel
for 2022.

Christ the King Sunday
Sunday, November 21st
Communion

Pastor Beth along with the Session are working on restructuring the
Boards and leadership.

Thank Offering
Sunday, November 21st

The Christmas Eve Service will be at 7:30 p.m. on the 24th of December.

Presbyterian Women
Monday, November 22nd
1:00 p.m.

Please mark your calendars for the following dates:
• Congregational meeting & Thanksgiving dinner:
Sunday, November 14th.
• Next Session Meeting: Tuesday, November 15th, at 5:30 p.m.
• Next Presbytery Meeting: Tuesday, November 16th, 6:00 p.m.
Highland, Slippery Rock
• Hanging of the Greens: 10:00 a.m. on November 27th.

Thanksgiving Service
Tuesday, November 23rd
7:00 p.m.
Hanging of the Greens
Saturday, November 27th

I discovered the life and writing of
Hildegard of Bingen when I was a
seminary student. Hildegard was born
during the 12th century, in what is now
Germany. Her parents dedicated her to the
church at a very young age. Raised in the
Benedictine tradition, she devoted her life
to sharing the love of Christ. Hildegard
experienced visions of God through
beauty, light, imagery and insight. These
experiences were the inspiration for her
compositions of music and poetry. She
was a visionary, a theologian, a preacher
and playwright; an early scientist and physician; a prodigious letter
writer who numbered kings, bishops, emperors and popes among her
correspondents.
As abbess of several large orders of nuns, her leadership was
innovative. She defied higher church authority when she believed
those in power were not operating under the obligations of faith. She
was declared a saint shortly after her death and later named a doctor of
the Roman Catholic church.
Her most well-known writing Scivias, translated from Latin - Know
the Ways of the Lord serves as a guide to Christian life and thought.
She frequently utilized imagery from nature to depict God’s care and
sustenance. She found metaphors for the goodness of and faithfulness
to God in the world around her. She encouraged complete reliance on
the unwavering strength of God.
We know we are to depend on God but it is unlikely to happen
when we cling to what we have – our property, our job, our vocation,
our view of the world, our sense of worth and value, our politics, our
losses and gains, our betrayals and our triumphs, our people and even
our church or our religion. Anything can become an idol when we
hold onto it too tightly. It is what we choose to worship that will either
make us, or, ultimately break us.
We are invited to lay our burdens down -all of what we hold dear
and what we would gladly rid ourselves of. Lay it at the feet of the
Living Christ. Called to relinquish your very self, you must lose all
your attachments, only to discover life that is purposeful and entirely a
gift. This is the source of all our thanksgiving; life abundant and
eternal - given freely and fully. We are so grateful - this Thanksgiving
and every day.
continued on the next page

November 7
Marta Wolfe
November 14
Rich & Judy McEwen
November 21
Wynne Hromanik
November 28
Jodi Miller
▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪

November 7
Jodi Miller
November 14
Bonnie Wintermyer
November 21
Pat Stretch
November 28
Wynne Hromanik
▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪
New
Address

Mrs. Jane Wright
274 Friendship Circle
Room # 401
Beaver, PA 15009

Hildegard of Bingen continued
Our national celebration of Thanksgiving is in response for the
harvest of food - for what we have received. This is what all
stewardship is based on; we give because we have received. We are to
be responsive with all our resources, including our finances, because
everything is under the authority of God and nothing is our own
possession.
This kind of giving can seem like a heavy expectation of faith but
only if we cling to our possessions and do not share our resources with
the church and beyond. In giving, we are freed. In losing, we gain. In
laying down, we are raised up. And without warning, you suddenly
feel so very light; almost afloat - like a ‘feather on the breath of God’.
Thanks be to God! Beth
________________________________________________________
Congregational Meeting & Thanksgiving Dinner
Sunday, November 14th
We will hold our annual Fall Congregational Meeting, followed by a
catered Thanksgiving dinner, on Sunday, November 14th. The
Congregational Meeting is for approving the slate of officers for 2022.
Worship on the 14th will be at 10:30 a.m., followed immediately by the
Congregational Meeting. Dinner will be served at noon, following the
meeting.
A sign-up sheet for dinner will be in the Narthex.
________________________________________________________

November 2
Wynne Hromanik
November 6
Ron Schibner
November 8
Paige Baker
November 14
Jason Mueller
November 15
Trudi Miklos
November 18
Ernest Inman
November 26
Jennifer Brown
November 30
Blair Lloyd
▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪

Hanging of the Greens

November 11
Ron & Sherry Schibner

Saturday, November 27th
10:00 a.m.

November 19
Dick & Mary Beglin

We need lots of help to make the job go quickly. After decorating, we
will plan to either order pizza or go out to lunch, depending on what
people want to do.

▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪

And don’t forget to mark your 2022 calendar for Sunday, January 8, for
undecorating. What goes up must come down!

This time of year, as we head into Thanksgiving and Christmas, we are
more aware of the things we are thankful for and the blessings we have
received. It is a time of thanksgiving, and it is also the time we start
looking toward next year. While we are incredibly thankful and blessed
for all the good that happened in 2021, it’s time to think about the things
we would like to accomplish here at NSPC.
It is uncomfortable to discuss finances and how we are going to cover
our costs, but we do need to recognize the reality of our finances at the
church, just as we do in our personal lives. We have all noticed how
expenses are increasing. We have lost several faithful members and our
numbers are not increasing. Our collections simply aren’t enough to
cover our costs. Thanks to the PPP grant we received this year, we were
able to cover payroll and set a little aside for the coming year’s bills, but
that grant is done, and we need to make ends meet going forward.
But we have hope in God! We see His love all around us, and feel His
presence through all of you! We absolutely believe God is working
through us and has great things planned for NSPC. We would just like to
ask you to take time and pray for our church and consider how you may
give a little more both physically and financially. Maybe you can help
out with some of the many tasks it takes to run the church. Maybe you
can spare a little more in the collection plate once a week, or even once
a month.
We know that God is here in our midst and we are excited to see what
He has planned for our future!
Let me know if you have any questions.
Thank you
Jodi
________________________________________________________
Presbyterian Women
 We are collecting shoeboxes for Samaritans Purse/Operation
Christmas Child. Shoeboxes are due to the church by Sunday,
November 14th. Pamphlets with instructions are in the narthex,
 The Sock & Mitten Tree will be in the narthex October 17th thru
November 7th. Donations will be given to the Salvation Army
for children in Rochester and surrounding areas.
 The Thank Offering will be collected on Sunday, November 21st.
 Our next meeting is Monday, November 22nd, at 1:00 p.m. All
women of the church are welcome.

Prayer Concerns
Richard Bigelow,
Barbara Mihalow,
Art Beckert Sr.,
Paige Baker,
John Morrell,
Grace Brehm,
Carol Miller,
Tyler Hughes,
The Gray Family,
Art Beckert Jr.
▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪
Jake and Paige Baker
appreciate cards over
phone calls while
Paige is recovering.
▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪

We are collecting empty,
clean, gallon milk and
water jugs for our Live
Nativity and Christmas
Eve luminaries. We do not
need the lids.
Please make sure your
bottles are clean before
bringing them in.
We will have a box in the
narthex for them in the
coming weeks.
▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪

Cookie Walk and Christmas Craft Fair
We will hold our annual Cookie Walk on Saturday, December 11, from
9 a.m. – 2 p.m., in conjunction with our Christmas Craft Fair. See the
enclosed flyer for more details.
We need lots of “fancy” cookies for the Cookie Walk. Do you have a
special cookie that you’re famous for? We need 5-8 dozen of each
variety. Popular varieties are lady locks, decorated sugar cookies, peanut
blossoms (Hershey Kiss cookies), etc. Cookies need to be at the church
by Friday, December 10th at noon.
Watch for a sign-up sheet in the next couple of weeks. Please consider
donating cookies. This event can only be a success if we have lots of
cookies to sell!
_________________________________________________________
So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your
lives in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you
were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.
Colossians 2:6-7 NIV
_________________________________________________________

Christmas Cards
This year, we’re
encouraging the
congregation to share
Christmas cards via our
church mailboxes in the
narthex instead of
mailing them.
It’s fun to find a card with
your name on it in your
box, and it’ll save on
postage!
Don’t forget about our
shut-ins, though!
A list with their current
addresses is in the narthex.
Be sure to include them
on your regular list of
mailed Christmas cards!
▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪

Live Nativity
Friday and Saturday - December 17th & 18th
We will run 4 shows as usual on both nights. Note that we are only having
two nights this year, because we are unable to get enough actors for three
nights.
As always, we will need actors (angels, shepherds, and special roles), as
well as kitchen help, parking help, and "backstage" help. We'll also need
cookies, water, punch, and snacks for the kids. There are plenty of ways
to help!

We extend our
Christian Sympathy
to Jeanette McDonald
at the passing of her sister,
Loretta. Our thoughts and
prayers are with you.
▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪

In addition, we'll need several able-bodied people to help us construct the
set, probably late November/early December. We'll watch for a nice day
to schedule set up. We will also need people to help clean up Saturday
night, launder costumes, and tear down the set within a couple of weeks
of the shows.
Please be thinking about how you can help. We can only continue this
beloved community tradition if we have enough help for all the work that
needs to be done. Watch for sign-up sheets in the Narthex soon.

November 11th

Harvest Home
Deacons’ Thanksgiving & Fruit Basket Collection
The Deacons will be decorating the sanctuary, November 2nd, for our annual “Harvest Home and Fruit
Basket” collection. We are teaming up with the Unionville Methodist Church Food Pantry and will be
collecting items on Sundays, November 7th and 14th. The Thanksgiving baskets will be prepared for
families within our community by Unionville Methodist Church. If you are aware of a family needing
this ministry, please contact a Deacon.
The Following canned or boxed items were requested from the Food Pantry for the holidays:
Yams
Stuffing Mix
Muffin Mix
Fruit Pie Filling

Sugar
Coffee
Coffee Mate
Cranberry Sauce

Sunny D Juice
Apple Juice
Rice Krispy Treats
Cookies

Kool-Aid in cannisters
Pop-tarts
Mayonnaise

Cleaning Supplies needed:
Paper Towels

Detergent

Cleaning Products Bar Soap

Please have your donations in by November 14th. Donations received will be part of the Harvest Home
sanctuary display and will be dedicated during worship service prior to being boxed up for delivery. We
will be delivering the food on Saturday, November 20th to the Unionville Methodist Church so that they
can complete the baskets and deliver before Thanksgiving.
Monetary donations are welcomed in purchasing fruit for our fruit baskets. We will be delivering a basket
to each of our shut-in members on November 20th.
Thank you for your continued support in this great ministry. We hope you have a blessed Thanksgiving.
The Deacons
_____________________________________________________________________________________

ADVENT begins on November 28th
The newly published, A Surprising God: Advent Devotions for An Uncertain Time,
written by Tom Long and Donyelle McCray will be the basis for Bible study on
Thursdays at 10:30 a.m., Adult Sunday School immediately following worship,
and available for your personal daily Reflection during this season.
Where do we find hope when it seems in such short supply? Where are the signs of God’s peace in this
divided world? Where do we find a deeper sense of joy? Long and McCray remind us that these are the
questions of Advent. Mindful of the stresses of life today in a world torn apart by conflict, marked by
political division, and in the midst of a global health crisis, these devotions invite readers to honest
reflection on the challenges of being people of faith in this moment; exploring what it means to wait
for our salvation, and to be open to the surprising thing that God is about to do. The book is available
for purchase beginning on November 14 and the cost is $12.

CRAFTERS And vendors NEEDED:

and Cookie Walk $8.00 doz.
December 11th, 2021
9 am to 2 pm

Set up time – Friday – 5pm-6pm and Saturday 7:30 am-9:00am

10’X6’ spot - $25.00 each

(First come, first served basis) NO REFUNDS!

Limited space

at New Sewickley Presbyterian Church
101 Big Knob Road, Rochester, PA. 15074
PLEASE DETACH HERE AND MAIL WITH CHECK…..

“Please take time to view all of the nativities in the Sanctuary”
Homemade Soups for sale………..
______________________________________________________

Contact Sherry at 724-513-2214

For additional information and to reserve a spot
Make check payable to the New Sewickley Presbyterian Church
Mail reservation forms and deposit to:

Sherry Schibner

3457 Ridge Road, Aliquippa, PA. 15001
Name:__________________________________

Phone________________________

Address______________________________________________________________________
Email Address_______________________________________________________
Description of Merchandise ______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Comments/Requests__________________________________________________
Number of Tables needed:______@ $25.00 each total: ___________
Please visit our web site @ WWW.NSPCHURCH.ORG

